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1 April 1862

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, it was reported that "A committee was appointed to make final disposition of a
matter not yet completed, namely, the business of the parochial school, which has ceased to
exist." The consistory decided that the church grounds had to be covered with sod to stop the
erosion of sand. If erosion continued, the church building was in danger of sagging. The
consistory men were called upon to make a contribution to the project and four of them would
supply horses or oxen. If there was still a shortage, it would be covered by church funds "in the
bank."
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 178-179.
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Consistory Meeting of April 1, 1861
Absent: Brothers Labots, Naber, de Vries, and Vork.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte, chairman.
ARTICLE 2 — Keppel, on behalf of the committee for H. Bottenburg, reports that they
have made an agreement with Mr. Binnekant. Hubert will work for him for two years,
with the condition that in the first year he will be reimbursed for room and board and the
necessary clothing, and for the second year $20.00 in addition to the above.
ARTICLE 3 — A discussion took place about the purchase of a lot in the street alongside
of G. Ijskes. It was decided to sell this for not less than $125.00. Payment can be made
under the following arrangement: At the first stage, $40.00; the second and third
payments still remaining, divided equally. This task was assigned to a committee,
consisting of Plugger and te Roller.
ARTICLE 4— The high calling we have requiring us to help maintain various boards,
who seek to advance God's kingdom on earth, was discussed. It was decided to take four
collections each year, that is, for education, publication, domestic and foreign missions.
The clerk was assigned to regulate this and to inform the deacons well in advance so that
they can announce these offerings.
ARTICLE 5 — It was decided that the above-mentioned collections will be recommended
to all of the congregations at the next classical meeting. (The above-mentioned offerings
can take place in April, July, October, and January.
ARTICLE 6 — A committee was appointed to make final disposition of a matter not yet
completed, namely, the business of the parochial school, which has ceased to exist.
Plugger, te Roller, and Wakker were appointed to this committee.
ARTICLE 7 — A letter was received from the congregation of Graafschaap, concerning
the member Ellenbaas, who is living in their parish, but, nevertheless, desires out of
custom and affection for the congregation here, and particularly the preaching, to remain
in our church. It is his intention to contribute to the salary from now to the pastor in
Graafscha4p. It was decided to acquiesce in this request, since it seems to be fair, and the
weak condition of the congregation there will be enhanced. This will also mean that we
are not forcing a member to transfer against his wishes, but we allow him freedom in this
choice.
ARTICLE 8 — Wakker and Wilterdink were appointed as delegates to classis.
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ARTICLE 9 — It was decided that it is highly necessary to cover the church grounds with
grass sods, in order to stop the ongoing erosion of sand, which places the church building
in danger of sagging. Since there is no money on hand to cover the costs, the deacons
were assigned to present a list to be signed by the members of the congregation in an
effort to obtain the necessary funds. Keppel proposed that those present should make a
pledge at this time. Results:
Wakker
Broek with team, one day
$1.50
1.00
Kamper with oxen, one day
Oonk
5.00
Geerlings, with team, one day
Plugger
Te Roller
1.50
Keppel, with team, one and a-half day
Rev. van Raalte 3.00
5-1/2 days
or with Wilterdink and 12.00
oxen for one day.
The deacons were assigned the task to arrange for this necessary work, and should the
voluntary gifts not achieve the goal they should, nevertheless, complete the work and the
shortage will be covered by funds of the church in the bank. The pastor was requested to
inform the congregation and, at the same time, call to their attention the necessity of
paying the rental for their pews.
The meeting was closed by Brother Wilterdink
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of May 19, 1862
All members were present, except de Vries and the clerk, who came later.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened withjprayer by the Rev. A. C. van Raalte,
chairman.
ARTICLE 2 — Present at the meeting were Willem Visscher, Pietertje Gort, and Maria
Hendereta Dalman, nee Minderhoutyáll of whom desired to be admitted to the table of
the Lord, by way of profession of faith. After questioning they were all accepted with an
unanimous vote.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes we e read and approved. The committee (see Article 3 of the
previous meeting) reports tha they have not been successful in selling the lot.
ARTICLE 4 — The committ e for the church grounds (see Article 9) reports that the work
on the church grounds has for the better part been completed, but no further work could
be accomplished, both, be ause of the

